ONLY   MONGOOSES

ichneumons combine to attack and kill large snakes. I have
never seen this happen, but I have been assured by natives
in Taveta that mongooses do combine to attack and kill
pythons, and that they do not devour the dead reptile, but
let it lie and putrefy, returning to the spot every day, until
they find that the maggots are large and numerous, when
they will feast on these.

It has also been said about our mongooses, that they
imitate the call of gallinaceous wild birds, and thus attract
them near enough to seize and eat them. "There is no doubt
that among the many various sounds which they are able to
produce there are some which are an almost exact imitation
of the voice of the francolin; but here the story ends, for
mongooses, like dogs, refuse to eat game birds, whether raw
or cooked.

Unlike the larger varieties of their species, banded mon-
gooses are no danger to poultry, although they will some-
times start charging chickens for fun, as dogs do. Their
natural food consists chiefly of amphibians, small reptiles,
molluscs, insects, spiders, and mice. Of snails they are
extremely fond. To break their shells, they seize them with
thei,r hands and, with unerring aim and marvellous strength,
propel them through between their hind legs, against a rock
or a tree in front of which they post themselves for that
purpose, sometimes bucking with incredible swiftness, just
in time to let the projectile pass clear underneath. They
treat large eggs in the same manner, a habit which accounts
for a common belief that eggs form the chief item of their
bill of fare. As a matter of fact, they much prefer a snail to
an egg, and they will not eat the latter if they have other,
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